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6. — Register of Debates in Congress, comprising the leading 
Debates and Incidents of the Second Session of the Eigh- 
teenth Congress ; together with an Appendix, containing 
the most Important State Papers and Public Documents, 
to which the Session has given Birth ; to which are added 
the Laws enacted during the Session, with a copious 
Index to the whole. Volume I. Washington. Gales & 
Seaton. Large Svo. pp. 504. 

After examining this volume, the purposes of which are fully 
expressed in the title, the first reflection that occurs is, how the 
public has been so long contented without some work of a similar 
kind. As furnishing a history of the proceedings of Congress, and 
the transactions of the general government, both in the minuteness 
of detail and copiousness of facts, the editors' plan embraces every- 
thing, that is wanted. The materials are arranged in a natural 
order, and the method is throughout perspicuous. The body of 
the work is occupied with an abstract of the debates in Congress, 
each subject being introduced in chronological sequence, as it was 
taken up in the House of Representatives, or the Senate, and the 
debates are presented in the same order. This part of the volume 
thus becomes a record of the opinions of the members of Congress, 
and their reasons for these opinions, on all the important topics 
discussed during the session. The Appendix contains the Messages 
of the President, and the public documents accompanying them ; 
the reports of the secretaries of the Departments ; the reports 
of the Committees of Congress on subjects of importance ; corres- 
pondence between public functionaries relating to our foreign and 
domestic concerns. Then come the laws passed during the ses- 
sion, and tables showing the state of our navigation and commerce. 
An Index serves as a key to the whole, and directs the inquirer 
immediately to any point he wishes to ascertain. 

The great utility of such a work, not only to statesmen and 
politicians of all ranks, but to every general reader, is too obvious 
to need a single remark. The editors, in their preface, express 
apprehensions that the experiment is a hazardous one, but we 
doubt not these apprehensions will prove unfounded. It is a work 
of labor, expense, and trouble ; we believe the demand will be 
such as to render a generous compensation for all these, if not 
immediately, at least within a short time. The value of such a 
book will increase every year in a rapid ratio, and it wili soon be 
found to be a necessary appendage to all public, and most private 
libraries. The editors suggest, that experience may enable them 
to introduce improvements. This is possible, though we see no 
room for dissatisfaction with the work in its present form and 
garb ; and we confidently hope they will be encouraged to continue 
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an undertaking, so creditable to themselves, and so eminently 
useful to the country. 

It would be a great thing, if the hint should be taken from this 
beginning, to extend the plan to the state legislatures. A work, 
which should embrace the annual messages of the governors in 
the different states, and some of the most important documents 
accompanying them, and also an abstract of the proceedings of 
the legislatures on those subjects, which are calculated to have a 
permanent effect on the institutions of any state, or which have a 
national bearing, such a work, in connexion with Gales and Seaton's 
Debates, would constitute as perfect a historical register of passing 
events, as could be desired. The whole might be compassed in 
two volumes, not exceeding in dimensions the volume of debates. 
Such a work, moreover, would tend to give solidity to the govern- 
ment, by diffusing political information, and inducing a uniformity 
of action in the different legislatures. It would be a record of the 
opinions, and a repository of the wisdom, of our statesmen in every 
part of the Union, and the light elicited by each would serve to 
illuminate and guide all the others. 



7. — A Lecture delivered at the Opening of the Medical Depart- 
ment of the Columbian College, in the District of Co- 
lumbia ; March 30, 1825. By Thomas Sewall, M. D. 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. Washington City. 
8vo. pp. 80. 

By an admirable union of industry and good judgment, Dr 
Sewall has contrived to condense into a single discourse, an ab- 
stract of the history of the medical science, and a complete body 
of the medical statistics, of the United States. We know not 
where so large a mass of curious and instructive facts, on any one 
subject, can be found within the same compass, as is here collected, 
on the progress of medicine in this country. The lecturer begins 
by showing, that almost nothing was done, in the way of medical 
improvement, during the first century and a half after the landing 
of the original settlers. For many years, it was customary for cler- 
gymen to perform the office of physicians, and regular and well 
directed modes of practice gained ground very slowly in the colo- 
nies. The causes of this slow advancement of the science are 
briefly, but satisfactorily explained by Dr Sewall. In addition to 
the unfavorable circumstances attending new settlements, the period 
would appear to have been one, in which medicine was at a low 
ebb, and nearly at a stand, throughout Europe. 
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